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Chesham House is situated on the west side of
South Street, Lancing. 

With the help of Worthing Library staff and
their collection of newspaper cuttings we can
discover its origins.

It is believed the area was the site of ‘Bushby’s
Homestead’ at some point prior to Mr Cass
having a house on the site. 1893-95 maps
show nothing on the site, then 1896-1946
shows a ‘reading room’. Chesham House first
appears in the 1923-24 Kelly Directory as a
private house owned by Mr Arthur G. Cass. It
was built after the adjacent five houses of 
Chesham Terrace. 

April 1955

Worthing Gazette, April 27 1955 article reads.

‘CHESHAM HOUSE - A DREAM COMES TRUE’

Over the door of the villa in South Street, Lancing is

the gold-lettered name Chesham House. On the 

verandah is a painted sign which says “W.V.S. 

Lancing Old Folk’s Daily Club”.

Those are the outward indications of a new service

and the materialising of a dream by the Women’s

Voluntary Services.

Four years ago the 25 members of Lancing W.V.S.

who appreciated the needs of the many old people in

the District, decided to do something more than run a

Darby and Joan Club and provide a meals-on-wheels

service. They came to the conclusion that their 

efforts would be best directed towards an old 

people’s club some where in the centre of the village

where elderly folk could drop in for a cup of tea,

have a chat with friends, eat a meal or take a rest

from doing their shopping.

The problem was where to find a building and how

to raise the money to buy it. South Lancing Darby

and Joan Club members decided to do something to

aid the project. By running whist drives, bring and

buy sales, collections and competitions they raised

£150.

Then a W.V.S member made a generous donation of

£500 and soon afterwards came the wonderful news

that a grant of £1,500 had been obtained from the

George VI Memorial Fund.

GAVE FURNITURE

Chesham House had been the home of an old Lanc-

ing resident, Mr. A. G. Cass, but remained empty for

more than a year after his death. The W.V.S. got in
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touch with his relatives and explained their cause. The

family were sympathetic and decided to sell the house

for £2,700.

A year ago contacts were exchanged and soon the 

decorators moved in. As they renovated the place and

carried out alterations the weeds in the garden were 

removed and the flower beds laid out.

The W.V.S launched a public appeal for furniture and it

met with a magnificent response. Chairs, tables, settees

and cupboards were donated and one old lady sent a

small harmonium which she thought might bring en-

joyment to somebody.

Six weeks ago the big day arrived and the club doors

opened. W.V.S.members worked out a rota so that the

club could be kept open daily from Monday to Friday

from 10am to 5 pm. Three of them would always be

present to look after the wants of the visitors. 

The old folk soon found that for the sixpence a month

subscription they could relax in the luxury of two 

comfortable lounges, borrow books from the lending

library of 500 books, drink tea at two pence a cup and

coffee at three pence, obtain a hot two-course meal on

Tuesdays and Fridays for only 1s 3d and sit in a well-

planned garden.

Now that the club is under way the W.V.S. are thinking

of more plans to keep their guests happy. They have



obtained sets of dominoes, cards, draughts, chess and

bagatelle, and soon hope to organise competitions.

So far 180 members have joined the club. The only

rule is that members must be over 60. Since the club

opened there has been an average attendance of 20

members a day. The average has been 30 on meal days.

One frequent visitor is a little 94 year old who is

known to everyone as “Auntie Voice”.

The club occupies only the downstairs of Chesham

House. Upstairs there are three bed-sitting rooms

which have been let to elderly people at a nominal rent.

“If any of these tenants leave there is a long queue of

people wanting to move in,” the leader of the South

Lancing Darby and Joan Club, Miss Dorothy Taylor,

told our reporter as she showed him over one of the

tastefully furnished rooms.

COULD EXPAND

The chairman of the management committee, Mrs Ruth

Garner, of Cokeham Road, Sompting says that there

are still few plans which the W.V.S. wish to carry out

to improve the place - if the money is forthcoming.

There is a large plot of land adjoining the building and

they would like to extend the club.

There is to be an official opening of Chesham House in

the near future. The expected date is some time 

towards the end of June and the opener will be Lady

Hillingdon, deputy chairman of the W.V.S.’

1965

A Worthing Gazette cutting, from February 17th
records the opening of the extension.

MEMORIAL PLAQUE

In October 1955, Lady Hillingdon, vice chairman of

the W.V.S. visited the club to present a King George VI

Memorial Fund plaque to the club to commemorate the

grant given to start the club.

Lady Hillingdon paid a second visit to the club in

1959, this time to officially open the newly-built hall,

and kitchen on the south side of Chesham House.

And through the years the number of old folk who

have learned to look on Chesham House as a home has

grown and grown.

At present there are 230 names in the club’s 

membership book. Mrs Ruth Garner, chairman of the

management committee and W.V.S. central organiser,

told me that not all the members came in every day.

“It’s just as well. We would be really overcrowded if

they did. If we had the chance we would but there is no

more land for us to build on”.

Worthing Gazette 17 February 1965

Further reading:
A photograph of Bushby’s
Homestead appears in
‘Lancing a Pictorial 
History’ by Shaw.

DEVELOPMENT

The last piece of development possible is now being

carried out. The lay-by adjacent to the club is being

widened “Now we will be able to get our meals-on-

wheels vans along here,” explained Mrs Garner.

Club members pay a monthly subscription of 1s - less

than the cost of a loaf of bread. The fee entitles them to

the use of all the club’s amenities - hot meals, bingo,

handicraft sessions, whist drives and a well stocked 

library...

Special mention must be made of the handicraft 

section, of which everyone is extremely proud. It

started a few years ago with about six members. Now

its membership tops 40. Two silver cups have ben won

by the section in handicraft competitions organised by

the West Sussex Old People’s committee.

The club occupies only the ground floor of Chesham

House. Upstairs there are three bed-sitting rooms

which have been let to elderly people at a nominal rent.

“Everyone seems quite content with the club,” said

Mrs Garner. “In fact we feel that Chesham House has

filled a very great need in Lancing. If only we had a 

little more land so that we could have an extension”.

- Carole Hogben, Worthing Gazette

If you have any information or memories you can
add to this story, please visit our website 
www.tithingtimes.wordpress.com where you can
find our contact details.
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