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Lancing had its own port at Pende during the
14th and 15th centurys, believed to be 
primarily for ship building.  

At this time the coastline looked very different
from today and the area had several other
ports including St Botolphs, Steyning and
Shoreham. 

After 1085 a large shingle bank or beach had
begun to form south of Pende Hill. This had
cut off direct access to the sea and formed a
protective barrier by Pende Hill. It is in this
area the Port of Pende is believed to have
been sited. Pende was a busy port in the 14th
and 15th centuries. However, the unchecked
currents and tides took their toll and records
dated 1292 and 1340 record the disapperance
of a watermill and 70 salthouses to the sea
during the period. The danger evidently 
continued, for on two occasions in the mid
14th century, commissioners were appointed
to repair sea defences at Pende. The changing
shape of the coastline by eastward drift of the
shingle no doubt caused the gradual silting up
of the west side of the old estuary (near 
Grinstead Lane) and the old Pende harbour,
which was probably responsible for the 
closure as a port at the end of the 15th 
century.  

Wool export accounts dating back to the reign
of Richard the III record a ship called 
Margaret of Pende. Also in 1351 a mention is
made of sea walls at 'La Pende' and in 1359 a
commission was set up to repair some sea
walls at Pende which had been damaged by
the inundation of the sea and ravages of the
French and Spanish. Further mentions of
Pende occur in 1378 and 1379 when John
Pough was master of a ship named Goodyer
of Pende. 

The port operated during some turbulent
times in English history. Particularly difficult,
given it’s close proximity to France when in
1337 war broke out between England and
France. Edward III claimed a right to the
French throne, while Philip VI of France tried
to regain Gascony and Guienne back from the
English. 
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At this time our major export to the world was
wool. English ships carried wool to Flanders
(modern Belgium) to supply the flourishing 
Flemish weaving industry. This was a valuable
trade for both parties and the Flemish wished to
protect it so they joined the English against Philip
VI. Edward sent support to Flemish rebels and
landed in France, declaring himself King of
France. In 1346 Edward defeated the French
army near Crecy. The fighting continued off and
on until 1453 and became known as the Hundred
Years War.

In 1348, plague reached southern England. The
plague was carried in the stomachs of fleas and
in the blood of rats on which the fleas lived. It
could be transmitted to humans from the bite of
an infected flea and carried into port by 
unsuspecting sailors and merchants, travelling
from Europe, on their clothes. It killed 25 million
souls across Europe and was known as the Black
Death. Like most of the country, the local area
was affected by the plague but it seems the port
continued to operate. 

It is unclear how big the port of Pende became.
Ports like Shoreham during this time were 
handling goods from distant countries as well as
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Shopsdam Road from the A259

Looking east towards Shopsdam
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exporting our own wool. Merchants traded goods
from across the known world. Silk and spices
from the Far East, oranges and lemons from the
Mediterranean, leather from Spain, almonds from
Greece, cloth from Flanders, cheese from the
Netherlands and furs from Russia. The rich Lords
of the Manors could obtain exotic goods and
show off their wealth.

Slowly over time the port became silted up as
the coast line changed. A map of 1622 indicates
old timber remains of walls that could be seen
offshore at low tide.

The long shingle beach broken through in several
places by the sea created a series of lagoons, the
possible remains of the port and at its western
end a dam (now Shopsdam Road), led down to
the shops or huts where the fishermen sold their
catch. 

The small port at St Botolphs (Annington) 
disappeared, as did the village, the population all
but wiped out by the plague. The port serving
the prosperous market town of Steyning had
silted up and ceased to be used about the same
time as Pende, leaving Shoreham as the last 
remaining port in the area.  

If you have any information you can add to this
story, please visit our website 
www.tithingtimes.wordpress.com where you can
find our contact details.


