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Henry William Doll was born in Sloane Street,
Chelsea on 3rd July 1843. He was the eldest
son of Christian Philip Doll from Prussia and
English born Honor Doll (nee Bickers). 
Christian was granted a naturalisation 
certificate in 1859 and was described as a
'Page to Her Majesty'.

According to the 1861 census Henry became a
clerk and at his marriage in 1870 a wine 
merchant. He married Annie Came the eldest
daughter of Richard and Sarah Came who had
moved to Fircroft House, North Lancing in
1869. Henry and Annie had eleven children.

Their children were recorded visiting their
grandparents at Fircroft in the 1881 and 1891
census returns. In 1895 Annie's mother died.
Fifteen years later she is recorded as 
purchasing Faust Haus, Lancing in 1896; 
perhaps to be closer to her father. 1910 
Railway Hotel with Albert Badcock as the 
tenant.

Faust Haus (Faust, Forst or Forest House)
known locally as the 'Doll’s House'

This grand house was built about 1878 on the
corner of North Road and Penstone Park. It had
several owners before the Doll family, including
a ship owner from Tipperary, Ireland. 

The 1910 Land Tax register describes the
house as a 'Handsome detached residence,
flint, red brick & tile hung front elevation, is of
superior style with towers and turrets'.
Ground floor – 3 good receptions and small
study, kitchen and scullery
1st Floor – 5 bed, bath, WP
2nd Floor – 2 attics
Conservatory & glass veranda
Stabling for 2 & coach house

Members of the Doll family remained in the
house until it was demolished about 1939. 
A flint boundary wall remains opposite Lancing
Health Centre, Penstone Park at right angles to
the road. 

Planning permission for 4 shops with flats above
was granted but these were not built until 17
years later. According to the 1958 Kelly's 
Directory the first occupiers were F.W. 
Woolworths & Co, The International Tea 
Company's Stores Ltd, Youngs (butcher) and 
W.F. Blackwell (outfitter). Woolworths (now 
unoccupied), Boots and Rolands Pharmacy now
occupy the site.

After the move to Lancing Henry became 
involved in local politics, following in his 
father-in-laws footsteps. Henry first became a
Lancing Parish councillor in 1899 and remained
one for 28 years, until just before his death in
1927. During this time he had been Chairman
and Vice-chairman.

During WW1 Henry was regarded with suspicion
by some because of his German connections,
even though four of his sons fought in the war.
At this time our own royal family changed their 
German name of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha to 
Windsor.

Henry died 1st March 1927 and his wife Annie
five days later, the day of his funeral. The 
Worthing Gazette reports that at the time of his
death Henry was a member of the Steyning West 
Gaurdians, the Shoreham and Lancing Sea 
Defence Commissioners, and the Shoreham Port
Sanitory Authority. It also mentions he had an
international reputation in the racing pigeon
world, and was a former President of the
Brighton and County Flying Club.
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The Doll family burial plot is in St James the Less
churchyard, next to the path;watched over by an
angel.

If you have memories or photographs to add to
this story please email me at:  
editor@thelancingvillager.co.uk or leave a 
message on our website at
www.tithingtimes.wordpress.co.uk
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